
The Faculty of Bioscience Engineering at Ghent University offers a full-time (100%) vacancy for a  
 

PhD scholar in the area of Adverse Outcome Pathways within Environmental and Human 
Health Risk assessment  

 
Within the EU PARC partnership on the Risk Assessment of Chemicals 

 
The European Partnership for the Assessment of the Risks from Chemicals is seeking to develop next-
generation chemical risk assessment, incorporating both human health and the environment in a “One 
Health” approach. It will help support the European Union’s Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability and 
the European Grean Deal’s “zero pollution” ambition. Bringing together nearly 200 scientific partners 
from 28 countries as well as EU agencies, PARC is coordinated by ANSES, with funding on an equal 
basis from Horizon Europe, the 9th EU research and innovation framework programme, and the 
partnership’s participants. 
 
The UGent contribution of Prof. Jana Asselman (Blue Growth Research Lab) to PARC focusses on 
adverse outcome pathways that describe the activity of a chemical from its initial interaction with a 
biological system (the molecular initiating event) through a series of intermediate events to the 
eventual toxic response. These adverse outcome pathways will be used  as novel tools within systems 
toxicology and novel approach methodologies as part of integrated approaches for testing and 
assessment. It will focus on the data mining of both internal and publicly available molecular toxicity 
data, including high throughput omics data for systems toxicology and AOP development and 
approaches. 
 
Job description 
Within the project, you will:  

 function within an international team of researchers and build a professional network 

 perform research activities with the aim of writing a PhD thesis in English 

 publish your research in scientific journals and present your results at the national and international 
level 
 

Profile and qualifications 

 Strong interest in molecular data analysis, molecular and systems toxicology. 

 Master degree in a relevant field (Biology, Bioscience Engineering, Bioinformatics). 

 Outstanding academic results, fluent in spoken English, and highly competent in scientific writing 
in English. 

 A creative and analytical mind.  

 Strong interpersonal and communication skills 

 Your academic qualities comply with the requirements stipulated in the policies of UGent. For more 
information visit:  https://www.ugent.be/phd/en  

 Interest in applying for a personal FWO Fellowship 
 

We offer: 

 A fully funded doctoral scholarship for a period of 4 years (with an evaluation after one year and 

continuation after positive evaluation);  
 The preferred start date of the scholarship is between 1 September and 1 October 2022 ; 

 A gross monthly grant of ca. € 2.400. 
 
Interested? 

 Submit your application by email to both Jana Asselman (jana.asselman@ugent.be) and Eveline 
Diopere (eveline.diopere@ugent.Be)  by 17:00 h, 15th of August 2022. Your application must 
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https://bluegrowthlab.ugent.be/
https://www.ugent.be/phd/en
mailto:jana.asselman@ugent.be
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include a copy of your CV, your academic transcripts, the name and contact details for two 
referees, and a separate motivation letter (max. 1 page) describing your research interests, skills 
and motivation to apply for the position. Incomplete applications will not be considered. 

 The selection committee will make a shortlist selection of candidates from the submitted 
applications. Subsequently candidates will be invited for an interview.  

 For more information contact: jana.asselman@ugent.be  
 
The Ghent University is a family friendly organization, with a focus on equal opportunities and diversity. 
The HR-policy for researchers of UGent has been awarded the quality label 'HR Excellence in Research' 
by the European Commission. 
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